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METRO PUTS OFF DISCUSSION OF COUNTY LINE BILLBOARD 3w

SEVERAL NEIGHBORHOODS BECOME SELLERS' MARKETS ow
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VWEATHER

Afternoon showaers,
by Rachel Cochran
Grassland Middle School

Battlefield park gets boost
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From the porch of Carnton Mansion in Franklin, Gov. Bill Haslam talks
about the $500,000 park read grant. JEANNE REASONOVER / THE TENNESSEAN
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Preservation group
thrilled grant will
help pay for road

By Kevin Walters

The Tennessean

FRANKLIN — It took $5 million

" in public money and donations

back in 2006 to buy land for
Franklin’s Civil War battlefield
park.

As for construction of the road
into the 110-acre park, it took the
help of Gov. Bill Haslam and a
$500,000 grant.

Haslam announced this week
that Franklin would get a
$500,000 transportation enhance-
ment grant that city officials say
is needed for that park to handle
what they predict will be arise in
tourists, That money will be
paired with slightly more than
$360,000 the city has socked away
for the completion of the project.

Behind the scenes, Civil War
preservationists are ramping up
fundraising worl to bolster inter-
est in the city’s ties to the Civil
War in time for the 150th anniver-
sary of the Nov. 30,1864, Battle of
Franklin. Franklin’s Charge, a
nonprofit organization dedicated

to preserving battlefield land, is
pursuing the creation of more
parks along Columbia Avenue.

Haslam’s support of the grant
— which came through the state
Department of Transportation
headed by former Franklin May-
or John Schroer — furthers the
investment of public money in
the park. On a bigger scale, Has-
lam said he sees it as an invest-
ment in the state’s overall Civil
War tourism program.

“We're putting together tour-
ism events to make it easy. for
follks who want to come see and
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Road is expected to boost totrism

NROAD FROM W

understand what hap-
pened in the Civil War,”
, Haslam said. “We're try-
_ing to encourage that.”

- Grant is unique

Of 27 road enhance-
.ment grants, this is the
-only one dedicated fo a
Civil War park.
»  Franklin’s willingness
‘to spend more than
$300,000 con the road
- helped it secure the addi-
tional state money — and
, Haslam’s backing.
. “We work with the gov-
Zerner to figure out what
;.the priorities are and we
s take a lot of his thoughts
v Faswe go thruugh thatlist,”
g er said. “It's Iever-
dollars, and we
hat'so tatich”

: The new road won't
+just help tourists better
+find the park and, in turn,

ansmn, which

that the estimated 40,000
annual visitors won't have

to travel through the resi-

dential neighborhood ad-

jacent to the park and

Carnton. ]

“It opens the parlcup so
we'll have access to the
different sites that we're
going to have interpreta-
tions in,” said Alderman
Mike Skinner, who repre-
sents that area.

As proposed, the one-
way loop road would be
more than 5,000 lmear
feet, Skinner sazd

“Can you 1magme how
many cars we could park
end-to-endin a big event?”
Skinner said.

At Tuesday’s 5 p.m.
nonvoting work session,
Skinner and other city al-
dermen will discuss de-
tails of a contract to have

 the road built,

Donors sought

While work on the city-

-owned park moves for-

ward, private donors are
apparently lining up sup-

port to help Franklin’s oth-
er Civil War park project
along Columbia Avenue.
Franklin’s Charge is
secking doners to buy a
small retail space and the

“Domino’s Pizza take-out
restaurant at 1221 to 1225

Columbia Ave. That site is
considered “core battle-
field land” because much
of the heaviest fighting
occurred there.

Author and Franklin’s
Charge supporter Robert
Hicks said he has secured
a $150,000 pledge from a
donor to plan a museum
for the site, when it’s pur-
chased, and a separate
$150,000 pledge to build it.

Officials with the Civil
War Trust said the group’s
55,000 members will af-
tempt to raise $870,000
needed by Franklin's
Charge.

Contact Kevin Waiters at
615-771-5472, at kewalters@
tennessean.com or on Twitter
at @frkwriter. For updates:
www.tennessean.comisection/

" nlettersubscribe.



